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MHUHUCTAPCTBO CITOJbHMX TTOCJIOBA
PEIYBJIMKE CPBUJE

CBET NTMKOBHE hMPUITNLIE je npojekaT Ha-
CTao NWYHUM 3anararbeM Bepe Asnujaw, koja
Je ayTop u pykoBogawmnal, osor npojekta. Opo-
6peH je 1 dUHaHCKUpaH of, cTpaHe MuHucTap-
CTBa cnombHux nocnoea Peny6nuke Cpbuje,
YnpaBa 3a capaghy ¢ gujacnopom u Cpbuma
Y PErM1OHY.

THE WORLD OF ARTISTIC CYRILLIC ALPHABET
project has been launched through the personal
effort of its author and manager, Vera Avlijas. It
has been approved and funded by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia, the Of-
fice for Cooperation with the Diaspora and Serbs
in the Region.
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Oparv Mnagu npujateru,

Bu, HapaBHo, 3HaTe Oa je hOHETCKO MUCMO jefHa Of, Haj3Hayaj-
HUjWUX TBOPEBWHA by ACKe LBUnM3aLmje. MehyTuMm, nyT 0o Tak-
BOI MMCMa KPO3 MCTOPU]Y HUjE MLLIAO HK 6P30 HU JeAHOCTaBHO. Y
MoYeTKy je YoBEK MOMONy CrMKe 3aMMCHBaA0 OHO LLITO je CMaTpao
BaXKHWM. [1o6po cy HaMm nosHaTe Te CrrKe-peyn Unu NUKTorpa-
MU, UMW BPXyHaL, NPeACTaBbajy XWjepornmdu, 13 BenmnyaHcTBe-
Hor Hacneha dapaoHckor ErvnTa, anu 1 apyrix gpeBHUX L=
BUNM3aLUMja. [10TOM je ypesrBao y rrHY UMK KaMeH 3HaKoBe Y
061Ky KMMHa, Tako3BaHe uaeorpame. bnvckm nctok je pysHuLa
TaKBMX MIOYMLA M CMIOMEHMKA Ca KNMHACTUM MUCMOM.

Bunu cy notpe6Hu Bekosu aa apesHU PeHnuanm, Hajsehn Mo-
PennoBLM aHTUKe, OOHECY pyAMMeHTapHe o6rmke (pOHeTCKOr
MMCMa Ha rpYKo KOMHO. AHTUYKK [pum he ra ycaBpLUMTK U CTBO-
PUTK NNOOHO TNO 3a pa3Boj poHeTckor nucMa y Esponun. Cpni-
CKa asbyKa CMaTpa Ce HajCaBpLLEHM]UM OBNMKOM TaKBOI MMUCMa,
Jep jeAHO CNoBO NpencTarrba jenaH rnac. pyrv Hapoau HeMajy
cpehy Oa pacrnona<y MMcMOM Koje ce 3aCHWBA Ha je4HOCTAaBHOM
o6pasuy — MWLM Kao LUTO FOBOPMLL M YMTAj KAo LUTO je Hamm-
CcaHo.

BojaHka koja ce Hanasu npef, Bama, MHCNKMPUCAHa je je4HOM of,
HajBaYKHMJMX KHbMIra Ha CPrCKOM je3uKy W RAUPUIMYHOM MUCMy.
Peu je o MupocnaBreeBoM jeBaHhervy, KrbM3M MUCAHO] PyKOM
M HapOUYMTO YKpALLIEHO] 33 rocrnofapa CpefHOBEKOBHOr XyMma,
kHe3a Mupocnaea. KHes Mupocnas je >k1Beo y ApYyroj MonoBUHM
12. Beka Ha Tpomehu Cpbuje, XepuerosuHe m LipHe lope, koje
Cy ce y TO BpeMe HasmBane CprckuM 3eMrbama. MimMao je gBop Ha
MecTy rge ce naHac Hanasw rpag, bujeno Momse y LipHoj lopy, a
HeroB rnocep, je 61o Tako BENWKK O3 je M3Masuo U Ha JagpaH-
cKko Mope y 6nmsnHu [dy6poBHuka. KHes Mupocnas je 6o 6nm-
3aK cpoAHWK Benukor >ynaHa CtecdaHa Hemamse, npsor camo-
ctanHor rocnogapa Cpéuje, n ctpuy, Ceetor Case. Noaurao je
upkey nocseheHy CBeTMM anocTonmMa, Koja ce W JaHac Hanasu
y Bujenom Morby. Y ncto BpeMe je Hapyumo Oa My ce Harpaswu
BPMO cKyna Krbura ca npeko 300 ocnmkaHux 1 3MaToM yKpatle-
HUX MOYETHWX CMoBa, Koja he no HeMy [O6UTH MMe — Mupo-
cnaBrbeBo jeBaHherse.



Dear young friends,

You of course know that the phonetic alphabet is one of the most
important creations of human civilization. However, the road to
such a writing system was neither quick nor simple. Initially, the
things considered important were written down in the form of
drawings. We are quite familiar with those picture-words or
pictograms which reached their pinnacle with hieroglyphs from
the magnificent heritage of the Egypt's pharaoh period, but from
other ancient civilizations as well. Afterwards came the wedge-
shaped marks, the so called ideograms, inscribed on clay and
stone tablets. The Near East is a treasury of such tablets and
monuments impressed with cuneiform writing.

It took centuries for the old Phoenicians, the greatest seafarers of
the ancient world, to bring the elementary forms of the phonetic
alphabet to Greece’s mainland. Ancient Greeks would later
improve it and create a favourable climate for the development
of phonetic alphabet in Europe. The Serbian alphabet is deemed
the perfect form of such writing system since each letter is
represented by one phoneme. Other nations have not been so
lucky to have an alphabet based on a simple pattern — Write as
you speak and read as it is written.

The colouring book you are holding in your hands is inspired
by one of the most important books in Serbian, written in
the Cyrillic alphabet. It is Miroslav's Gospel, a hand-written
manuscript decorated especially for the ruler of the medieval
Hum, Prince Miroslav. Prince Miroslav lived in the second half
of the 12th century at the tripoint of Serbia, Herzegovina and
Montenegro, which were Serbian territories at the time. His
courtwas situated intoday’s town of Bijelo Polje in Montenegro,
with his property spreading all the way to the Adriatic Sea near
Dubrovnik. Prince Miroslav was a close relative of the Grand
Prince Stefan Nemanja, the first independent ruler of Serbia
and Saint Sava’s uncle. He built a church dedicated to the Holy
Apostles, lying intact to this day in Bijelo Polje. Meanwhile,
he commissioned a very expensive book featuring more than
300 painted initials decorated with gold, named after him —
Miroslav's Gospel.




MupocnaBreeBo jeBaHherbe je TOKOM OcaM BeKOBa MPOLLIMO
y36yO/bMB nyT. YyBaHO j€ HEKOMMKO CTOTUHA FOAMHA Y Cpric-
KOM MaHacTupy XunaHngapy Ha CeeToj lopu. OpaTtne je cTur-
no npBo y pyke Bnagapa guHactuje O6peHoBuh, a noTom
kparbeBa goMa Kapahophesuha. Mpewno je y MNpeom cBeT-
ckoM paTy An6aHujy ca CprickoM BOJCKOM U HapoaoM. M3mehy
OBa CBeTCKa paTa, Nyoénuka je NMpBW MyT MOrna Oa ra BUAM
y Mysejy kHe3a MaBna y Beorpany. Tokom [pyror cseTckor
paTa cy ra xpabpu rbyau CakpuBanu Aa He nafHe y pyke Ha-
umcTuma. Mocne pata je cMewwTeHo y HapoaHu myse) y beo-
rpady, rae ce 1 gaHac yyea. HberoBy nenoTty, anu 1 UlyseTaH
MCTOPU|CKM 3HaYaj 3a IbyOCKY LMBUNM3ALM]Y NMpeno3Hanu cy
ctpyyrbaum YHECKO-a, v oHo ce of 2005. rogmHe Hanasm
Ha penpe3eHTaTUBHO] MUCTU MMCaHOT Hacrneha YOBEeYaHCTBa,
Ha3BaHo] ,[laMherse cBeTa™.

MHuumjanm MupocnasrbeBor jeBaHherba npencTaBrbajly ayTeH-
TWYaH Croj MOHETCKOr NMMCMa U NUKOBHOT yKpaca. Hbuxosa ne-
MoTa YecTo MHCMUPULLE NIUKOBHE YMETHUKe, Kanurpade, rpa-
duruke omsajHepe M gpyre crtBapaoue. Hac, unaHuvue beo-eTHo
BU3Mje, OBU MHMLMJANM Cy MOTaKIM 3@ UX OONMMKYJEMO Y TEXHULM
Be3a W 3naToBesa.

Mpouec npunpeme 3a Be3 WHUUMjana MupocnasreeBor je-
BaHherba, HaBeo Hac je Ha MMUCAo Aa HWUXOB OCHOBHM LIPTEX
MOYke BUTK MPpUBMaYaH 3a 60jere, anu U AMBaH HauMH Oa ce
KPO3 WIpy Hayuu BMLLE O KynTypHOM Hacnehy W jegHOM of,
HaJBaXXHMJMX CMOMEHMKA CPrcKe MUCMEHOCTU. Tako je HacTao
npojekat CeeT nMKoBHe hupunuue, 1 oBa KisMra-6ojaHka. [a
nu heTe cnosa npeLpTaBaTH, BOJUTHU, OOTYUMTH Oa WX Be3eTe
WK NpeMa HKrMa CnaxkeTe Konaxe, Ball je nsbop. Moxaa he
BaC MHCMMPUCATK Ha KpaTKe NMpuye O Hac/TMKaHUM NMKOBUMA,
WMWY QHOHWUMHKUM CPefHOBEKOBHWUM CIMKapyMMa W Mucapu-
Ma. Moxkaa 1 o caMoM kHe3zy MupocnaBy M HeroBoM yYeHOM
nsopy. Cee 3aB1CKM o, Ballle MaLLUTe, @ Hall LiWrb je 610 6aLl To
— [a 3aronvuamMo Ballly KpeaTMBHY MaLUTy yno3sHajyhu Bac ca
Je4HOM 4apo6HOM, CBETOM CPrCKOM KHsMIOM M3 daneke rnpo-
LLNOCTM.

Bepa AsnujaLy,
AyTop npojekTa
Beo-eTHo BM3Mja, Beorpag,



Miroslav's Gospel had an exciting journey of eight centuries.
For several hundred years, it was kept in the Serbian monastery
of Hilandar on Mount Athos. From there, it first came into the
hands of the Obrenovi¢ dynasty rulers and then it was treasured
by the kings of the House of Karagorgevi¢. In World War |, it
crossed Albania with the Serbian army and people. Between the
two world wars, it was exhibited to the public for the first time
at the Prince Paul Museum in Belgrade. During World War I,
brave people kept hiding it so that the Nazis could not get hold
of it. After the war, it was transferred to the National Museum
in Belgrade where it has been housed ever since. Having been
recognized by the UNESCO experts for its outstanding beauty
and enormous historical value for the human civilization, in 2005
Miroslav's Gospel was inscribed in the Memory of the World
Register of documentary heritage.

The initials of Miroslav's Gospel are an authentic combination of
phonetic alphabet letters and artistic decoration. Their beauty
has often been a source of inspiration to painters, calligraphers,
graphic designers and other creative artists. UJe, the Beo-Ethno
Vision members, have been inspired by these initials to give them
a shape using embroidery and goldwork techniques.

While making preparations for the embroidery of the initials
featured in Miroslav's Gospel, it occurred to us that the basic
drawing might be attractive if used for colouring, at the
same time offering an amazing opportunity for the reader to
learn more about the cultural heritage and one of the most
significant monuments of Serbian literacy. This is how The
World of Artistic Cyrillic Alphabet came into being, together
with this colouring book. You can trace the letters, colour them,
decide to embroider them or use them to compose collages —
the choice is yours. You might get inspired to tell short stories
about the drawn characters or anonymous medieval painters
and scribes; maybe about Prince Miroslav himself and his
scholarly court. It all depends on how creative you are, and that
was exactly what we were aiming at — to tickle your creative
imagination by introducing you to a magical, sacred Serbian
book from the distant past.

Vera Avlijas
Project author
Beo-Ethno Vision, Belgrade




OA M 3HALLL...

.03 Je y cpeareM BeKy 6MNo Mano NMMCMEHUX by au
M 0@ Cy 4ecTo W Bnagapy OUnNu HeNMCMeHU?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that in the Middle Ages literacy was extremely low
and that rulers were often lilliterate as well?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



Miroslav's Gospel,



OA M 3HALLL...

...4a Cy OCHOBHEe LLUKO/Ne TOKOM CpefH-er BeKa oune
OCHKMBaHE MCKIbYYHMBO MNMpH LpKBaMa A MaHaCTMPMMa?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that medieval elementary schools were exclusively
attached to churches and monasteries?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?






OA M 3HALLL...

.4 CYy TOKOM cpefHber BeKa Krbure 6umne msyseTHo
peTKe U CKyne, jep Cy NpenmucrBaHe pyKom?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that, in the Middle Ages, books were quite rare and
expensive because they were copied by hand?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



Initial letter V after
Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, folio 165v



OA M 3HALLL...

.03 Je pag nucapa ysek 6m1o 6orbe nnaheH Hero pag,
CNMKapa KOJU Je yKpaLLllaBao Krbure?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that a scribe was always better paid than a painter
who decorated the books?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



MHuuwmjan K npema
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
mn3 12. Beka, donmo 158r

Initial letter K after
Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, folio 158r



OA M 3HALLL...

.03 Je OCHOBHUW MaTepujan 3a nucarse 61o
nepraMeHT, O4HOCHO MNOCEBHO NpUNpeMreHa
jarkeeha nnm Teneha koxxa?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that books were written mostly on parchment - that
s, a specially prepared sheep or calf skin?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



WHuumjan M npema
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
mn3 12. Beka, donmro 160v

Initial letter | after
Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, folio 160v



OA M 3HALLL...

[ ce MacT1no 3a Nucarbe Jo6ujano 13 nenena

ofabpaHor OpBeTa, KOje je MPeTXO4HO MaXKrbUBO
CyLLeHO?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that writing ink was made from the ashes of selected
wood that was previously carefully dried?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



WHuuwmjan FO npema
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby

Miroslav's Gospel,



OA M 3HALLL...

..A3 Je NMcap MOpao Aa MMa NocebHy BELUTUHY KaKo
61 HanpaBKWO MacTUIo Koje he ynoTpebuTh y poky of,
HEKOMMKO caTw, jep ce OHO 6p30 CyLLIMMO?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that a scribe had to have a special skill to make ink
he was going to use within the next several hours
because otherwise it dried too quickly?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



MHuuwmjan 3 npema
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
mn3 12. Beka, donuo 164r

Initial letter Z after
Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, folio 164r



OA M 3HALLL...

.03 CYy HajBMLLE NpernucrBaHe LipKBEHEe KHbUre, a
MHOIO Makbe POMaHK U XPOHUKE?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that the most copied books were church
manuscripts, while there was much less need for novels
and chronicles?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



WHuuujan N npema
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
n3 12. Beka, ponmo 170r

Initial letter P after
Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, folio 170r



OA M 3HALLL...

.43 Cy Nrcapu cBoj Nocao Hajyelhe pagunuy
noce6HOM NPOCTOPY UMK NUCAPHULLM, Y3 CBETNOCT
ceehe, TOKOM 3K1Me, Kafa MMa HajMarbe Nocna Ha
HoMBaMa W BUHOTpagmMa?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that scribes usually worked in a special room, the so
called scriptorium, by candlelight in winter when there
was not much to do in the fields and vineyards?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



WHuumjan P npema
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
n3 12. Beka, ponvro 78v

Initial letter R after
Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, folio 78v



OA M 3HALLL...

@ Cy Ce MUCapU U3y3eTHO PeTKO NOTMNMUCHUBANM Ha
CBOM feny, a v Tafa y HEeKO| LpTULM UM KPAaTKOM
3anmcy Ha MapruHK pykonuca?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that scribes put their signatures on their works on
exceptionally rare occasions, and if so, it was in

a colophon or in a short note in the margin of

a manuscript?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



MHuumjan P npema
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
m3 12. Beka, donmo 169r

9
!

T oo o e

——=
N~

Initial letter R after
Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, folio 169r



OA M 3HALLL...

.. Ce CNuKe Koje yKpalLllaBajy pyKOMuc HasmBajy
MUHMjATYpe M 3acTaBuLLe, @ [a Ce U3pa3 UNyMUHaLMje
KOPWMCTKM CaMo 3a OHe UMyCTpaLmje y pyKomnucy Koje y
cebu cagpyke 3naTo?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that pictures adorning the manuscript are called
miniatures and flags, and that the term illuminations is
used only for the illustrations embellished with gold?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



WHuumjan P npema
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
n3 12. Beka, ponmro 154v

Initial letter R after
Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, folio 154v



OA M 3HALLL...

.0 CY CNMKapM KHbMXKEBHUX MNYCTpaLMja y cpeHeM
BEKY KOPUCTUMK pasnmnyuTe GUrbHe NMrMeHTe m
MUHepane Kako 61 fobunm 6ojy?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that the painters of medieval manuscript illustrations
used various plant pigments and minerals to obtain
dyes?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



MHuumjan C npema
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
mn3 12. Beka, donuo bv

Initial letter S after
Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, folio 5v



OA M 3HALLL...

.03 Je nocTynak gobujara 6oje 6UO U3y3eTHO
CNOXEH, a [a Cy Mor/e fa ce Ao6ujy CaMO OCHOBHe
6oje: 6ena, >KyTa, 3eNneHa, LpBeHa, NnaBa M LpHa?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that it took quite a complex procedure to obtain
dyes, with only basic colours available: white, yellow,
green, red, blue and black?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?






OA M 3HALLL...

.03 ] YOBEK oL o, paHOr cpefHer Beka CMaTpao
03 OjBe NTuvLe, Hajyewhe NayHOBM, OKpeHyTe

JeHa npema Opyroj, Ynju ce KibyHOBU 40OUPY)Y,
cuMb0onusyjy paj?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that as far back as the Middle Ages it was thought
that two birds, usually peacocks, facing each other and
with their beaks touching, symbolized heaven?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



Pajcke nT1ue npemMa
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
n3 12. Beka, uHuuumjan I,
donmo 115v

Birds-of-paradise after
Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, initial P, folio 115v



OA M 3HALLL...

.03 Cy NayHOBMU 1 rony6oBU Hajuellhe cMaTpaHu
PaJCKUM MTHULAMA?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that peacocks and pigeons were generally considered
as birds of paradise?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



MMTrue npema

MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
n3 12. Beka, vHuuumjan B

donvro 98v

Birds after Miroslav’s

Gospel, 12th century,

initial V, folio 98v



OA M 3HALLL...

.03 Je rony6 nocebHo LieHEeH, jep je YOBEK cpeaHser
BeKa cMaTpao Oa oH cumbonusyje CeeTtor [dyxa?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that pigeons were particularly appreciated since the
medieval man thought it symbolized the Holy Spirit?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?






OA M 3HALLL...

.03 Je >Xapan 4ecTo CnuKaH Kao cuMmbon XpuUcTa,
6aLll Kao M1 pr1ba, uMje Cy MMe Ha FPUYKOM |e3uKy -
uxtyc (ix0Vg) paHm xpuLhaHK KOPUCTUAM Kao 3HaK 3a
XpHcTa Unm HeroB MOHorpam?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that the crane was often painted as a symbol of
Christ, just like the fish, and that the Greek word for
fish - ichthys (ix80g) - was used by early Christians as
the sign or the monogram of Christ?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



>Kopan v pnba npema
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
n3 12. Beka, nHnumjan P,
donmo 16r

A crane and a fish
after Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, initial letter R, folio 16r



OA M 3HALLL...

.3 Je opao oA, NaMTHUBEKa CMaTpaH CyHYaHOM
NTULLOM U CUMOONTOM BPXOBHOI OOXaHCTBA?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that since the dawn of time the eagle has been
regarded as a solar bird and a symbol of supreme deity?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



An eagle after

's Gospel,

12th century, initial V, folio 165v

sl

Miro



OA M 3HALLL...

..0a Je nojaBa opna TOKOM 6UTKe UNU KPYHUCaHsa
cMaTpaHa Jo6pWM 3HaMereM, O4HOCHO Oa Cy by M
TO TYMauu/In Kao Aa je 60r Ha HUXOBO] CTpaHU?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that if an eagle appeared during a battle or
a coronation, it was taken as a good sign - that is,
people interpreted it as God being on their side?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



MTrua koja 306a 3pHeBbe
npemMa MupocnaBrsesom
jeBaHhervy 13 12. Beka,
WHULMjan B, donuo 4v

Bird pecking grains,
after Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, initial V, folio 4v



OA M 3HALLL...

.03 Je cBaka NTULLa HAaC/MKaHa y HeKO] PyKOMMUCaHO)|
KHbM3M cMbon go6pa unu 3na?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that each bird painted in a hand-written manuscript
Is a symbol of either good or evil?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



lony6 v opao npemMa
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
n3 12. Beka, nHnumjan P,
donmo 104v

A pigeon and an eagle
after Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, initial R, folio 104v



OA M 3HALLL...

A2 Cy NTULLe HAaCNMKaHe KaKo KrbyLajy NnoaoBe ca
Hekor OpBeTa - pajcke NTULE, a fa je apso - [1peo
>KMBOTAa, KOje M CaMO pacTe UCKIbYUYMBO Y pajy?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that birds painted pecking fruit from a tree are
paradise birds, while the tree is the Tree of Life
growing only in heaven?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



MTuue koje 306ajy 3pHeBbE
npemMa MupocnaBrsesom
jeBaHhervy 13 12. Beka,
mHuumjan P, donumo 86v

i B
.57

Birds picking grains,
after Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, initial R, folio 86v



OA M 3HALLL...

A2 cy XpyLIhaHCKK BNagapy YecTo Ha CBOJ MUYHU
rp6 cTaBrbanu opra Aa Harnace ga cy 60xju
M3acnaHULM Ha 3eMIbr?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that Christian rulers often put an eagle on their
personal coats of arms to emphasize they were God’s
emissaries on the earth?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



Opao ca xepanguukmnm
rp6OM y KrbyHy npema
MupocnaerbeBoM jeBaHherby
n3 12. Beka, uHuumjan P,
donmo 88r

| An eagle with a heraldic

coat of arms in its beak,
after Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, initial R, folio 88r



OA M 3HALLL...

.02 NaB y cpefH-eM BeKy MoXKe 6UTHU cMM60on U
no6pa v 3na - pobap naB Kao cMMobon Bepe, Mohun U
BMAcCTH, a 330 NaB Kao CMMOO/ OHOMa KOJUM Braaajy
TenecHe >eroe U He3acuTocT?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that in the Middle Ages the lion was a symbol of
both good and evil - in good sense, a lion symbolized
faith, power and reign, while an evil lion was a symbol
of someone governed by the desires of the flesh and
gluttony?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

nHuumjan B, donumo 91v

Miroslav's Gospel,



OA M 3HALLL...

.43 je rpUdOH — MUTCKO 6uhe ca TenoM naea m
KpUMMMa opna, 3a Koje ce cMaTpa Aa o6jegumsyje Moh
3eMrbe U Heba?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that a griffin — a mythical beast with the body of a
lion and wings of an eagle — is thought to unite the
powers of heaven and earth?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



A griffin after
Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, initial R, folio 89v



OA M 3HALLL...

03 cy, npeMa npeparsy, AnekcaHapa Benvikor Ha He6o
NO4MI N FPUGDOHU, KaKo 61 cazHao BOXKaHCKe TajHe,
KaKO je TO OMMCaHOo Yy je4HOM Of, HajrMomnynapHUUX
CpeLH-OBEKOBHMX poMaHa - ,AnekcaHopuam™?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that, according to tradition, Alexander the Great was
carried aloft towards Heaven by griffins so that he could
learn divine secrets, as described in one of the most
popular medieval novels - “The Alexander Romance™?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



[prdoH NpemMa
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
n3 12. Beka, nHnumjan P,
donmo 104v

A griffin after
Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, initial R, folio 104v



OA M 3HALLL...

.. je cpeHOBEKOBHW YOBEK MCKPEHO BEpPOBAOo
y MOCTOjarbe MUTCKMX B1ha KakBU Cy rPUDOHM,
3MajeBMU, CUPeHe U je4HOPO3U?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that the medieval man truly believed in mythical
creatures, such as griffins, dragons, mermaids and
unicorns?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?






OA M 3HALLL...

..0a Je Ceetn hophe 610 jemaH o HaJOMUIBEHU|UX
CBEeTUTEbA CpefHer BeKa, jep ce CMaTpao
3aLUTUTHMKOM PaTHMKA, Ma je YeCTo C/IMKaH Ha
cdpeckaMa Uy cpeHOBEKOBHUM KHbMrama?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that Saint George was one of the favourite medieval
saints because he was regarded as a protector of
warriors and was therefore often featured in frescoes
and medieval books?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



Mnaguh koju yéuja axkgajy
npemMa MupocnaBrsesom
jeBaHhervy 13 12. Beka,
WHuumjan B, donumo 75v

A young man

killing a dragon after

Miroslav's Gospel,

12th century, Initial V, folio 75v



OA M 3HALLL...

..[@ Cy CpeoH-OBEKOBHU UNYCTPAaTOPU KHbMTra
noceGHO BOMenu Oa crvkajy npeacraBe Ha KOjMMa
ce rbyam 6ope ca pasHKUM HEMaHWMaA U 3BEPUMA, UMK
Xpabpo rocnopape Hmma?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that medieval book illustrators had a particular
preference for the motifs featuring humans fighting
with all kinds of monsters and beasts or dominating
them fearlessly?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



I'byncka durypa koja

jaLue 6asmnmcka npema
[MeTporpanckoM nucty
MupocnaBrbeBor jeBaHherby
n3 12. Beka, nH1ymjan B,
donmo 166v

Human figure riding

a basilisk after the Petersburg
Sheet of Miroslav’'s Gospel,

12th century, initial V, folio 166v



OA M 3HALLL...

.03 Je NOoB Ha ByKa, jeneHa, MeaBeaa pafo CrmvkaHa
CpeaH-OBEKOBHa TeMa Y KHbMIrama, jep je NoB Ha
BEMMKE M OMacHe XKMBOTUHE MPeACTaB/bao U
nocebaH obpen, y KOMe ce NpoBepaBana Yak u
XpabpocT Bnagapa?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that wolf, deer and bear hunts were among the
often painted motifs in medieval books since the hunt
for large, dangerous animals was also a special ritual
which even put the ruler’s courage to the test?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?






OA M 3HALLL...

.02 Cy akpobaTe, Takohe 4eCT MOTUB CIIMKAHUX
MNyCTpauMja y KieMraMa, 61ne nocebHO OMUIbLEHMU
3a6aBrbaym y cpefH-eM BeKy M [a Cy TOKOM MpasHKMKa
W BalLlapa HacTynanu Ha BeNMKKUM TProBKMa 33je4HO
ca rnyMLMMa, My3n4yapmMa u rytaymma satpe?

DO YOU KNOW...

..that acrobats, also a frequent motif of book
illustrations, were especially popular entertainers in
the Middle Ages and that they performed together
with actors, musicians and fire-eaters at large squares
during holidays and at fairs?

Hanuwm mnu HaupTaj LWTa TM MUCIULL Ha OBY TEMY?

Write or draw what do you think about this topic?



Akpob6aTa ca ncom npema
MupocnaBrbeBoM jeBaHherby
n3 12. Beka, nHnumjan P,
donmo 38r

An acrobat with a dog
after Miroslav's Gospel,
12th century, initial letter R, folio 38r









CBET NNMKOBHE
TMPUTTHALE

CBET NMMKOBHE HhUPUITMLLE je npojekaT Ha-
CTao Ha TeMerby OyroroAuLUIHber paga yopy>Kema
Beo-eTHO BM3Mja, KOJU je 3aCHOBaH Ha 4yBakby M
MHTeprnpeTaLuju CPNCcKor KynTypHor Hacneha.
KpeaTBHMM KOMOGWHOBarEM  TPaAMLLMOHAMHMX
YMETHUUKMX 3aHaTa - Be3a, 371aToBe3a W Kanurpa-
duje, a MHCMIMPUCAHU CMTUKAHUM YKPACOM CPMCKMX
PYKOMMUCHMX KHbMIa, HAcTanu cy YMETHUYKK PafoBU
n3 ymknyca 3[1ATHE HUTHU hTMPUTTMLE. JTnk Jedn-
MUje, YMHE Be3urbe M MeCHUKUHE, KOja e CBOJUM
LEeNnoM MocTaBumna TeMerbe Cpricke noesuje, sesyhu
MOeTCKe 3anmce MUIMOM M KOHLEM Ha CBUMU, BUO |e
3Be3fa BoAMIba y HacTaHky npojekta 3/IATHE HATH
TMPUIMHLLE.

MpBy eTany npo;eKTa YUMHKU U3NOXKOA UCTOUMEHOT
HacnoBa, Koja Je nsnaraHa y Cpéuju n ceety. [No3un-
TUBHEe peakLuje nybnuke Ha OBy U3NOXOY, yKkasane
Cy Ha MoTeHUMjane OBaKBOI CaAp>Kaja y UCTPaku-
BAYKOM, €AyKaTMBHOM M CBAaKOM OpPYrom nornepny.
Tako je HacTana oBa 60jaHka. CnMKaHW yKpac yyBe-
Hor MupocnaerbeBor jeBaHherba n3 12. Beka, Koju
nosesyje AUPUNCKO MUCMO U NMUKOBHY YMETHOCT
cpefHber Beka, NpencTaB/ba A4eo cprickor Hacneha
33 KOJM CMaTpaMo Aa M AaHac MoXe Aa MHCIWPU-
e Hajwupy nyo6nuKy, a npe cBera geuy, Mnage v
npoceeTHe papHuke. beo-eTHo BM3MJa je >kernena
03 Ha OBaj HAauUWH CTBOPU |eOHY BPCTY nnatdopme,
Koja MCTOBPEMEHO o6pasyje U pasBMja KpeaTuBHE
noTeHLuMjane.



THE WORLD OF ARTISTIC
CYRILLIC ALPHABET

THE UWORLD OF ARTISTIC CYRILLIC ALPHABET
Is a project that has resulted from the many years of
dedicated work of the Beo-Ethno Vision association,
aimed at preserving and interpreting the Serbian cultural
heritage. The art objects of the GOLDEN THREADS
OF THE CYRILLIC ALPHABET cycle are the fruit of
a creative combination of traditional artistic crafts —
embroidery, goldwork and calligraphy — and inspired
by painted decorations found in Serbian hand-written
manuscripts. The character of Jefimija, a perceptive
embroiderer and poet who laid the foundation of
Serbian poetry with her work, embroidering poetry
on silk with a needle and thread, was a guiding light in
the development of the GOLDEN THREADS OF THE
CYRILLIC ALPHABET project.

The first stage of the project includes an exhibition of
the same name, which has been presented in Serbia
and abroad. The positive reactions to this exhibition
pointed to the potentials of such content in terms of
research, education and many other aspects. This is
how this colouring book came about. The painted
decoration in the famous Miroslav's Gospel from the
12th century, linking the Cyrillic alphabet and medieval
visual art, is a part of the Serbian heritage which we
think has the power to inspire wider audiences even
today, particularly children, young people and teachers.
WJith this project, Beo-Ethno Vision wanted to create a
kind of platform that provides knowledge and develops
creative potentials at the same time.
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